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I am able to seek nowhere else on earth, why should I
be at this moment writing to your Lordship ? What
motive have I for an unreserved and joyful submission
to your authority, but the feeling that the Church in
which your Lordship rules is a divinely-ordained channel
of supernatural grace to the souls of her members ?
Why should I not prefer my own opinion, and my own
way of acting, to that of the Bishop's, except that I know
full well that in matters indifferent I should be acting
lightly towards the Spouse of Christ and the awful
Presence which dwells in her, if I hesitated a moment
to put your Lordship's will before my own ? I know
full well that your Lordship's kindness to me personally
would be in itself quite enough to win any but the most
insensible heart, and, did a clear matter of conscience
occur in which I felt bound to act for myself, my feelings
towards your Lordship would be a most severe trial to
me, independently of the higher considerations to which
I have alluded; but I trust I have shown my dutifulness
to you prior to the influence of personal motives; and
this I have done because I think that to belong to the
Catholic Church is the first of all privileges here below,
as involving in it heavenly privileges, and because I
consider the Church over which your Lordship presides
to be the Catholic Church in this country. Surely then
I have no need to profess in words, I will not say my
attachment, but my deep reverence towards the Mother
of Saints, when I am showing it in action; yet that
words may not be altogether wanting, I beg to lay before
your Lordship the following extract from a defence of
the English Church, which I wrote against a Roman
controversialist in the course of the last year.